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Honorable Daniel K. Inouye , Chairman 

Select Committee on Intelligence / 

United States Senate ' ’ . 

Washington, D. C. 20510 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 


Thank you for your letter of 25 May 1977 requesting information 
about a defoliation campaign in Cambodia for Senator John Melcher to 
provide to Professor E. W. Pfeiffer of the University of Montana. 

CIA was not involved in any defoliation campaigns which may have 
occurred in Cambodia in the spring of 1969. Our records reveal that 
Professor Pfeiffer made earlier inquiries on this matter through the 
Church Committee in 1975. Professor Pfeiffer was subsequently provided 
with documentary materials from CIA holdings attesting to the fact that 
CIA has never been involved in alleged defoliation exercises in Cambodia; 
these materials were turned over to Professor Pfeiffer through FOIA 
channels and copies are available in FOIA and Office of Legislative 
Counsel files at CIA Headquarters. 


We have no information relative to the question concerning the outcome 
of u. S. negotiations with Cambodia and French rubber interests to pay for 
damages resulting from alleged clandestine attacks. 
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$ JUN 1977 


Honorable Daniel K. Inouye, Chairman 
Select Committee on Intelligence 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

I have received your letter of 25 May requesting information 
about a defoliation campaign in Cambodia for a constituent of 
Senator John Melcher. 

I have asked the appropriate elements of this Agency to look 
into your questions and you may expect a reply shortly. 

Sincerely, 

fj! 

I 25X1 

Acting Legislative Counsel 
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BIRCH BAYH, INO. ^ 

ADLAl E. STEVENSON, ILL. 
WILLIAM D. HATHAWAY, MAINE 
WALTER D. HUDDLESTON, KY. 
JOSEPH R. BlJSfitft JR., DEL. 
HOBER3>n*f!5RGAN, N.C. 

GARY HART, COLO. 

DANIEL PATRICK MOYN1HAN, N.Y. 


CLIFFORD P. CASE, N.J. 

JAKE GARN, UTAH 

CHARLES MCC. MATHIAS, JR., MO. 

JAMES B. PEARSON, KANS. 

JOHN H. CHAFEE, R.l. 

RICHARD G, LUGAR, IND. 
MALCOLM WALLOP, WYO. 


ROBERT C. BYRD, W. VA., EX OFFICIO 
HOWARD H. BAKER, JR., TENN., EX OFFICIO 


WILLIAM G. MU-LER. STAFF DIRECTOR 
EARL D. EISENWO’./E*, MINORITY STAFF DIRECTOR 
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SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
(PURSUANT TO S. RES. 400, S*TH CONGRESS) 

Washington. D.C. 20510 

May 25, 1977 
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The Honorable Stansfield Turner 
Director 

Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D.C. 20505 

Dear Admiral Turner: 

The Select Committee on Intelligence has been asked 
by Senator John Melcher of Montana to obtain answers to 
two questions being asked by Professor E.W. Pfeiffer of 
the University of Montana. These questions deal with 
the defoliation campaign in Cambodia during the Indochina 
war and are as follows: 

1. Who was responsible for the clandestine 
defoliation attacks on Eastern Cambodia 
in the spring of 1969? 

2. What was the outcome of U.S. negotiations 
with Cambodia and French rubber interests 
to pay for damages resulting from the clan- 
destine attacks? 

Professor Pfeiffer, who was a member of a special 
commission invited by the Cambodian Government to view 
the defoliated area, appears convinced that CIA through 
Air America was responsible for the defoliation effort. 

I would appreciate your help in providing as full 
an answer as possible to these questions. 

With Best Wishes, f 
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